CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"     l6$

was an eminent instrument in the late turn of affairs;l and
as I am told, has lately prevailed to have the same favour
granted for the clergy of Ireland.2

But I must beg leave to inform the author, that this paper
is not intended for the management of controversy, which
would be of very little import to most readers, and only
misspend time, that I would gladly employ to better purposes.
For where it is a man's business to entertain a whole room-
full, it is unmannerly to apply himself to a particular person,
and turn his back upon the rest of the company.

1                                    Bishop Burnet had made a similar proposal to Queen Mary several
years before, " so that she was fully resolved, if ever she had lived to
see peace and settlement, ... to have applied it to the augmentation
of small benefices."   He had also laid it very fully before the Princess
of Denmark in the reign of King William ("Hist. Own Times," ii.
37o).

"This very project . . . was first set on foot by a great minister
in the last reign. It was then far advanced, and would have been
finished, had he stayed but a few months longer in the ministry"
(" The Case," etc., p. 23). [T. S.]

2                                      Soft's own Memorial to Harley, petitioning the Queen to sur-
render the first-fruits in Ireland is given in Scott's edition (vol. xv., pp.
381-4).    It was on behalf of these first-fruits that Swift came to
England, in 1707, on a commission from Archbishop King.   Then he
made his application as a Whig to a Whig government, but failing with
Somers and Halifax both in this and in his hopes for advancement, he
joined Harley's fortunes.   [T. S.]